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Don’t stray from responsibilities

OG owners have a responsibilicy to
reduce the risk of an attack by
training dogs well and keeping them
comfaortable and happy.

Just as we learn road safety skills to reduce
accldents, we need to educate ourselves and
our children about how to interact well with
dogs, so the potential for attacks and injuries is
reduced. Most dog attacks take place in the
victim's home or at a friend's house, so it's
important to teach your dog good behaviour in
your own home by using language it
understands.

Having worked with dogs and their owners
in the western suburbs, | have come across a
common problem In this area. Many live in
older-style homas with a large front yard,
which is a fantastic exercise area for your pet,
but it's also the first place a visitor enters your
property. | have seen this clash of worlds
create aggressive encounters when a dog Is left
to patrol the yard and territorial behaviour is
not nipped In the bud.

Dog behaviour is driven by survival instinct,
which can often overrule a lot of things we
teach them; but without competing with
instnet. we can learn to safely manage and

No matter what breed or size, every dog has the poten-
tial for aggression, says dog behaviour consultant, Kathy
Kopellis McLeod.

control our dog's behaviour. We shouldn'c
punish our dogs for having Instincts, lke being
territorial about their front yard — instead we
should learn how to read our best friend and
manage the situation to prevent bad behaviour.

It's natural to want a dog that can protect
us, but when dogs are expected to wear two
hats — being a guard dog and aggressive
towards strangers, but friendly towards people
we know are ok — it makes for a dangerous
situation. Many dogs will become confused with
these mixed messages, 5o it's up to us as
owners, to give them a straight answer and
encourage well behaved, non-aggressive
behaviour to help avoid injuries.

Leaving your dog to its territorial and
aggressive habits could end tragically if
somecne enters the front yard or if the gate is
left open and the dog chases a passer by,
Imagine a eommen front yard scenario from a
dog's point-of-view. Each day the postman

approaches, drops off the mall, and quickly
leaves; so, if a dog barks and growls at the
approaching postman, the dog thinks this
behaviour works because it looks like the
postman is scared away, 5o, when people come
to visie, who are not going to tum away like
the postman, this can make the dog's
aggression escalare as it becomes more
stressed by the situation. This reinforces
aggressive behaviour. Dogs that are more
inclined towards this behaviour should not be
left in this situation unsupervised, because |t
allows them to get better at behaving badly.
Diffarent breeds will have varying
personalities and prevailing instincts, and those
dogs who need special attention to help curb
aggression and those who show a
predisposition to be shy or on edge around
people are more likely to react. These dogs are
more likely to be aggressive, rather than those
that just bark at strangers, but are sociable

when greeting people in their territory.

A well-behaved, happy dog Is much less
likely to become aggressive and the way to
achieve this Is to understand your dog's
language. All the movements, postures and
facial expressions we love, and sometimes hate,
about our dogs are telling us something: so, by
understanding these signs, we can have two-
way communication and strengthen our bond
with our best friend. Dogs communicate using
four types of signals; body posture, facial
expression, movement and sound. Being alert
to these signs means you can have two-way
conversations with your dog and you'll find out
that they're telling you things all the time. For
instance, growling is a dog's way of saying “if
you don't act now and defuse the situation, |
will have to do it on my aown". Just like us,
dogs' eyes can be very telling.

B Kathy Kopellis McLeod has released her
second boak, Watch My Manners, which offers
insight into what makes their dog tick as well
the A to Z of dogs’ signs, how to approach
strange dogs, controlling canine instincts and
successful training tips. For mare information
emall Kathy Kopellis Mcleod at
chilkat@iinetnetau or call 9345 5277.
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ENJOY THE BEST IN YOUR OWN

IF you feel like'a drive in the country with
a bit of international culture included, or
you're foo late to book one of your ‘must

at Taste Great Southarn 2008.

Find the Taste progrom o
www.greatsouthemregion.com.au/

calebrated in association with Perth Festival

To help you discover the many pleasures of
see’ evens ot the Perth Infernational Ards

Enjoy The BestIn Your
ard
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Fastival, don't despair, the Perth Festival
Graat Southern Pregram can help you out,
Perth Festival has been been presenting
theatre, music and film in Albany and the
Great Southern since 2002.

lazz !iﬂW'm Parlate and
‘Gueen of Soul’ Sharon Jones and the
Dap-Kings hove both olready scld aut
thair Perth concests-but still have lickets
available in Albany,

Add to this logal avents such os
Playmakers, which shaws hew
instrument mokers work, the ‘found sound’
production of Sonle Seeding and the
Spirit of Carrolup wxhibition of Moangar
art, and you've get majer arts oction on
your hands.

The regien’s food 'and wine s alsa

the Great Southern, a spaciol Perth Festival
Great Southern Package add: a concert
by Internationally 'Geclaimed |jozz singer
Gratchen Parlaoto to the Graal Southern
tourism mix.

Gratchen Parlola waon the presfigicus
Thelanius Mank Internatienal Jazz Vocals
competition in 2004 GAd 1s &na of the
fastast rising stars on the intemoticnal jozz
scHne.

The Perth Festival Great Scothem Program
is available af: ] o
MMMMJWI
Albany Town Hall Theatre Booking
Office: 9844 2222
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