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PARENTS+KIDS PET ISSUES

- Marissa Williams

GOOD DOG, BAD DOG

Responsible parents and dog-savw children are the way to preventing bites

ke st dog owners, e
mather af young chaldren
wai horrificd when their
Ty o Tt b
dnaghter's friend during a
play vimit, Thebr frve-yeur-old
Maltese ahitm crom, Josae, had
never shown eoy ageression hefire
bt the mather, who asked thint ber
Family. ot be idoneiGed, now founi
hereed( looking at the distinctive
grane 61 the lintle gir's cheek where
Jesse hind anapped, bur thankiully,
ot mnk kis feeth into,
=1 wean imortitied my dog haid

=i Ditven o littde il and T thanght 1

womid have to have him put down,™
i the warmun, who apoligised
profuiely 1o the girls mothes,

Eaickity, ahe tunexd iisto o
telewitbon program on probles dog
hehaviour that week which mnike ber
wonder if what Jesse nocded e
mare tradidng.

Ax the projeranm suggestid, the
Emmily sturted by getting firm nbaout
mot aliwing Jesse to burk at the
Front disoe st visitors,

Mo loarper wis he allowed 1o sleep

™ on beds und the muther began
tenchifig bim o obey commands

She abo took kim to the vef for s

o check-up and gt the nase of un
animal behaviouml expert whe could
help further ' The family bhes since
noticed & hag Improvement 10 jewse’s
behurvigizn, Onge an excifable and
demanching dog, be has now calmed
down comsiderably

“It's been & toming point for him
wnece he wtarted knowing he i not
runnirg the household," she said.

Thie daughters friend hay been
back anid kappely ploving with Jesse
althouphi the mather now sapervises
Jesse whesiever he is amound
childnen,

w The family’s story hos a happy

ending burt dog bites can ciuse
serious injury and framma, especally
o children.

And halfl the problom, say dog
experts, 1% people not understanding
il ot pesching chilifren bow o

Hlﬂw::hnnl rulex: Pappy tralning at the RSPCA, Malaga Buster and Mally
Introducs themsehyes. Poiier: Michasd Tihien

behwir oo unimals. Misuke
mimbee e i children poing up to
tenfamilar dogs and patting them,
srys WA Rangers Adsociatinn
presslent Samaptha Tarling,

“Tench' children that not all dig
are frendly and that they should
aharmys meke the owmen,™ sdhvines Ms
Tarling

Al padting u digg on the head was
mever o goosd Jdea, she said, & 0 hand
renching out from on top cowld ook
Fikie mh ngenesive pasture from the
dog’s poaot of view,

1’y ope of the tommon nEsias
children et btten,” she mid

A mch betier wity was io ket the
bz et b koo the chdld, Ma
Tarling advised, The child shoald
stay sl und allow the dog o emiff
themand if the dog Indicated it waa
O, then the child shoold strke the
oz from under this chin opwards,
b waid:

Dag behmviour commltant i the
REPCA und triney Kathy Kopellk
McLeod sasd if people learne how
romif dogs betber, The incidenoe of
oy hites conld e alnabed. Part of
rending d.ng bl was
recogiisking asems of 2 stressod ailina]

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN WELL

BITE FACTS

® Most dog attackes on childmen nooer n thelr owm home ora

frinmd’s ar nnighbotes. home
 Childdren under 12 are mest at risk

& Ay sort of dog can pose a sk to children and Bahles.
# Each year, miee than 100 children presel at hodgial foe

troatmend from dog nttncks

SAFETY — WHAT TO TELL YOUR CHILDREN

wilch mijght nrtsck; she said, .ﬁ_drm
trnimgits hend pway, avertmg ia
eyes, atifiening up, freezing,
grewling angd raising its hackles
ooyl nil be xigns of it feehing
threatened ar stressed. “And g
siressed dog might bite finit und e
questions nter,” she explabned,

Serenming and rongh ply, which
were comman for children to do,
cogild dhsoamonee o dog, ihe
warsndl

And
oontrury to
pogular
belied, dog
i pot e
bis et e
"Hugging ia =

wime dops
thas o enjoy
that gesture
anil sy dhogs
will tolerate it
'b‘:!l oot all will,” she

said,
Diga were an

& Never spproach imdansfiar dogs Ask permession from Lhe

ey’ T,

lipravands.

» Krep yoor hands st your sides and let Ehe dog sniff yo 1
the dog appears inleresten. you can stmke i ander the chiin

® Do nok deturb.a dog which is saling, sheeping or caring for

lippes
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NATURAL HEALTH FOR MUMS AND BABIES
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RCramiing

{wene wikh your dog

e 4

= Respect 1 datfs protective Instinct over its territory —
wihich-may inclinde their femced yard, the car they ane sitfing in
or even probecting an Twner

w Sty Al 1f b dog shows signs of being frightened or
agorusshve; soch s growing, cars curled back; Yail curled under
It legs, toll radsed, fackles rajsad or Shwing bieth and smaring
& Sty caben [f threatensd bnf adog. Avold eye contact and Back
awary slowly. Call for help if necessary but dpeak catmly witheit

® f kreckod fo tse pround by o dog, roll imto 2 ball snd e sqill
aryf prodect pourneck and face with your hands.

RESPOMSIBLE ONWHERSHIP INCLUDES
» Registering your dog snd keeping I inder your ool
eitwr within a foncod ams on your property or ona
becedi wihen Ins public— as regidrod By the L,

& Traiflig your dog o cbey Bt comnirsh

» Taking care-of your dog's hoatth and spending

& Supervising doga and childrem at all tirmes and keep
ehiliren mway From sick or comabmseing o

I" ® Eoeping dogs avry from pecitiable epyvinonments like chilfremts
: partios whene they iy become sxetable or aggresshe

[ P a

integral part of the family but as a
o el nol 8 codidly stuffed toy, she
sxid, It wns ininrtinately common
o bear how dogs had put up with
lots of inudvertent makandiing by,
bodsterons children befure fnally
hiting — which contld have been
preventod with the right parental
wupervision, she said,

Wt it came to dog btes, 16
s pot 4 cass of something setting a
dog uil; then it usislly was 2 case of
1 dirg 08 being properly mabed of
i, b Thrling skl

That wan the flipude to
preventing dog bites, she sdd;
reparmihie dog ownemsbip and
triming.

S\l haye. to rermemiber that we
can take the dog out of the wild bt
Ei'llu: wiild ot of the dog,”™ she

Oine of the most basic things
peopie needed to learm aboit was the
pack behrvioar of dogs and 1o trest
tings Acorwdangha

Responsible divg omtiers alsi
socialised their doys and irained
them toabey hasic cosmmands auch
et Tatay™, and Yeame™, M
Fopellis Meleod sdvised,

“Those ancal! sigrificant and
mportant comzmancs and it o
make the difference in
life-threatening situntion
smetimes," she varned,

(EALTH+MEDICINE THE WEST ALIETRALIAN

Ma Tarling ndibed thatbeing ahle
to contml one's dig was sctually o
recyidtresnent unider b

This meani kecping & dog within s
fenced mrea on your property, o600
lead {0 a public place, makisg sune
the dog oheyed the owner’s
commands and that 1F was not &
milsanee 1o other pecple or animals,
she said,

Even when off the lead th s
desdpnated exercie area; o sl
ot b TUBIRG W toOr jamping on
other onimals and people.

s Tarling sabd this was called
“rumhing™ amd clwaified s o dog
attock with penaliies applicable
under the Dog Act.

*Peophe think; "Oh, ary dog n st
mxying heflo,” bt if therd wna g
grotp of ks psd one of then ran
up o miat full speed and then
proceeded to clutch an my beg and
then 1 sxid, 'Can'you plesse comirel
yeoner kel woubd you then sy, "0Oh,
the child o pust tryiog bo sy bello™™
My Fiopellis MeLood sakl

Mumy doge were unnecessarnily. put
dionwn of gaven away for hiting and
shewing aperession when the nesl
prrohiem was that they kst pot been
propesty trained.

“1's ment the dogs” fanlbt. Dhogs are
st being doge They haven’t been
enuyphie,” abee sald,

The goosl newn ks that dog (e
are becoming mope responsibile and
thml bodes well for the safety al
poeople and childre.

“There are lots of mvvy dog
mweners ot there now who dre
showing great care and respoosebility
anil ncting sooner mither thay

Ixten” Mis Eopellls MeLeod smid
*When their visiton nop
coaming over fo wisit bennse

aof the dog, nften thats what
telly them they've gota
prrodlem. ™




